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REMARKS 

Currently, claims 1-39 are pending in the application, of which claims 1, 7, 11, 21, 
25 and 32 are independent. In view of the following Remarks, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and withdrawal of the objections and rejections for the reasons 
discussed below. 

Allowed/Allowable Claims 

Applicants appreciate the indication that claims 1 1-20 and 25-39 are allowed and 
claims 3-5, 10, 12 and 24 contain allowable subject matter. While Applicants agree 
these claims are patentable over the cited references, Applicants do not agree that 
patentability resides in each feature exactly as expressed in the claims, nor that each 
feature is required for patentability of each claim. 

Rejection of Claims under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1, 2, 6-9, 21 and 22 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U. S. Patent No. 5,085,973 issued to Shimizu, et al. ("Shimizu") in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,801,293 issued to Nishiyama, et al. ("Nishiyama") and further 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,847,793 issued to Itoh ("Itoh"). Applicants respectfully 
traverse these rejections for at least the following reasons. 

This application claims priority from Korean Patent Application No. 2000-25465 
filed on May 12, 2000. Nishiyama is derived from PCT Application No. 
PCT/JP00/0701 1 filed October 6, 2000 and its §371 date is April 5, 2002. 
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To have an effective filing date as a reference of October 6, 2000, the PCT 
application from which Nishiyama is based must (a) have been filed on or after 
November 29, 2000, (b) have designated the U. S. and (c) have been published in 
English under PCT article 21(2) by WIPO. See MPEP §706.02(a). As Nishiyama is 
based on a PCT application filed on October 6, 2000, it fails to meet the requirement of 
being filed on or after November 29, 2000. Further, the PCT application was not 
published in English, as shown in the front page of WO 01/25843, which is attached 
hereto for the Examiner's convenience. Therefore, as a reference, Nishiyama has an 
effective filing date of April 5, 2002. 

Since the priority date of the present application is earlier than the effective filing 
date of Nishiyama, it is submitted that Nishiyama does not qualify as prior art under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a). Since the rejection is based on a reference that is not prior art, it is 
submitted that the rejection is inappropriate. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
request withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §103(a) rejection of claims 1, 2, 6-9, 21 and 22. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants believe that a full and complete response has been made to the Office 
Action and respectfully submits that all of the stated objections and grounds for rejection 
have been overcome or rendered moot. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that 
all pending claims are allowable and that the application is in condition for allowance. 

Should the Examiner feel that there are any issues outstanding after 
consideration of this response; the Examiner is invited to contact the Applicants 1 
undersigned representative at the number below to expedite prosecution. Prompt and 
favorable consideration of this Reply is respectfully requested. 



Date: December 28, 2005 

McGuireWoods LLP 

1750 Tysons Boulevard 
Suite 1800 

McLean, VA 22102-4215 
Tel: 703-712-5000 
Fax: 703-712-5050 
WSF/crt 

Enclosure PCT Publication No. WO 01/25843 



\\COM\560082.1 



Respectfully Submitted, 



William's. Foster, Jr. 
Reg. No. 51,695 
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